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Background: 
Over the life of our club and in recent times we have had a number of close calls with 
powered aircraft traffic in the vicinity of our field and the local airports. See and avoid 
(lookout) and radio alerted see and avoid (situational awareness and lookout) are our 
only defences against collision with powered aircraft.  
We have had discussions with REX, the commercial airline servicing Bathurst and 
Orange and they have amended their procedures so they will not normally fly over 
Pipers Airfield. We have also had discussions at the instructor’s panel meetings. All of 
this has led to the following instructions for all Glider Pilots flying from Pipers Airfield: 
 
Instructions: 

1. Keep a good lookout at all times. 
2. Study and understand the map of the Rex flight paths and what radio frequency 

you should be on for where you are. This map shows the CTAFs, our local 
training area and the REX flight paths. ( Please note: these routes are indicative 
only and that obviously the aircraft will manoeuvre as required based on the 
weather conditions of the day) 

3. Monitor 122.7Mhz in the vicinity of Pipers making the usual circuit calls and take 
note of any powered aircraft making a call on that frequency. They will be trying 
to alert you that they in the area. Other Gliders will also make a call if any 
powered traffic is seen and does not identify itself.  

4. Monitor 127.35Mhz in the vicinity of the Bathurst Airport and keep a good 
lookout especially for traffic from/to Sydney, Parkes or Orange. (You need to be 
able to imagine the route and the profiles.) 

5. Monitor 127.35Mhz in the vicinity of the REX flight paths to/from Bathurst as 
shown on the Map. 

6. South of the Orange road from Pipers Airfield or Bathurst is a good place to swap 
to the Orange CTAF to listen out for Orange traffic on 119.00Mhz. 

7. The eastern side of Eglinton is also a good place to swap to the Bathurst CTAF to 
listen out for Bathurst traffic on 127.35Mhz 

8. Monitor 119.0Mhz in the vicinity of Orange Airport and keep a good lookout 
especially for traffic from/to Bathurst, Sydney, Parkes and Dubbo. 

9. When changing to the CTAF, particularly if you are within its boundaries you 
should give a call on the frequency following the format in dot point 14.  This 
informs traffic that may have just given a call prior to you changing frequency.  If 
you have a dual frequency radio you may not need to do that as you have been 
monitoring the frequency all along.  

10. Monitor 119.0Mhz in the vicinity of the REX flight paths to/from Orange as 
shown on the Map. 



11. Monitor the appropriate CTAF when aligned with the main runways of Bathurst 
or Orange Airport. Look to see if you are aligned. Conflict can occur well outside 
the 10nm and much higher than expected. Be aware that south of Bathurst 
Airport, the REX flight approach to Orange passes on top of the Bathurst CTAF 
(see map), so if you are at 7,000ft or higher in this area, it is recommended to 
monitor 119.00Mhz. (if it is not clear, discuss with an instructor) 

12. Otherwise, when within 40NM from Pipers Field, monitor the agreed (by the 
GFA) safety frequency 122.70Mhz, as Rex Pilots may call at top of descent or just 
before take-off on this frequency.  (Other gliding frequencies may be used 
outside the 40NM radius from Pipers Field but not within the 40NM radius from 
Pipers Field) 

13. Stay away from the local airports and restricted areas during events such as the 
Bathurst car races. Higher traffic densities will increase your risks of collision. 

14. Make sensible calls on the CTAF when within 10 NM of the aerodrome to alert 
traffic in those areas where you are and what your intensions are. E.g.  

a. [location] TRAFFIC  
b. GLIDER [CALL-SIGN] 
c. [Position – reported as the distance in NM and the compass quadrant 

from the aerodrome] [altitude]  
d. [Intentions]  
e. Location repeated 

15. When operating outside a CTAF always stay vigilant with look-out and situational 
awareness procedures at all times as REX or other aircraft flights can operate on 
direct paths from Sydney to country destinations. And do not assume that you 
should not respond because you think you are too high. 

16. Where there is ANY potential for a conflict respond to any call with position and 
intentions as 14. 

17. The response is to implement alerted see-and-avoid.  Do not get involved in ‘self 
arranged separation’.  (If you don’t know what this is discuss with an instructor) 

18. We do not want large numbers of individual responses.  If you are flying in a 
group the first response should respond as much as possible for the whole group 
and pilots should make additional responses only if that provides necessary 
additional information.  

19. In deciding who to respond first, the most senior pilot who is a clear conflict 
should respond first. 

20. You will need to have a log book endorsement that you understand these 
procedures before your annual check. Please see an instructor who will test your 
knowledge and help you achieve this endorsement. 

 
Regards 
The Instructors 



 


